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Sr. | Publication Headline Edition PgNo.

No

1 | Times of India BCCI bans RCA after Modi is declared Mumbai 25
prez

2 | Times of India BCCi suspends RCA after Lalit Modi Jaipur 1
wins prez poll

3 Daily News and Analysis "I will be back. Let poll results come Mumbai 1
out"

4 Daily News and Analysis Modi wins battle, but loses kingdom Mumbai 15

5 Daily News and Analysis | will be back soon, let the poll results Mumbai 16
be declared, says Lalit modi

6 | Asian Age BCCl suspends RCA as Lalit Modi Mumbai and New Delhi 1
elected chief

7 | Asian Age Lalit Modi elected chief, BCCl suspends | Mumbai and New Delhi 7
RCA

8 | Asian Age RCA set to challenge BCCI suspension Mumbai and New Delhi 18

9 Financial Chronicle Lalit Modi RCA pres, BCCI talks ban All 12
Bottom of Form

10 | Hindustan Times LALIT MODI BACK, BCCI SUSPENDS All 1
RAJASTHAN BODY

11 | Hindustan Times | will not give in without fight: Modi Mumbai 8

12 | The Financial Express Lalit Modi elected president, BCCI Mumbai 17
suspends RCA

13 | Deccan Herald Modi Plots a comeback at BCCI Bangalore and New Delhi 18

14 | Daily Post RCA victory stepping stone: Modi Chandigarh 13

15 | Echo of India Lalit Modi elected president, BCCI Kolkata 8
suspends RCA

16 | Divya Bhaskar Lalit Modi elected president, BCCI Mumbai 1
suspends RCA

17 | Divya Bhaskar Lalit Modi elected president, BCCI Mumbai 10
suspends RCA

18 | Mid Day Victorious lalit Modi has miles to go Mumbai 18

19 | Mail Today "I AM READY TO STEP ASIDE UNTIL New Delhi 30
ISSUE IS RESOLVED"

20 | Millennium Post Other Modi's RCA win angers BCCi New Delhi 1

bosses




21 | Millennium Post "RCA win stepping stone to BCCI New Delhi 14
return"

22 | The Tribune Team Modi to fight against suspension | New Delhi 18

23 | The Tribune victory stepping stone to BCCl return: New Delhi 18
Modi

24 | Mid Day (Gujarati) RCA's new boss- Lalit Modi New Delhi 18

25 | Economic Times Lalit Modi Elected RCA President, BCCI Pune 7
Suspends it

26 | Sakal Modi won RCA out Mumbai 1

27 | Dainik Navshakti Lalit Modi elected as President of RCA Mumbai 1

28 | Dainik Navshakti Comeback of Modi Mumbai 8

29 | Nav Bharat Lalit Modi wins Mumbai 4

30 | Punya Nagari Lalit Modi elected as President of RCA Mumbai and Pune 11

31 | Apla Mahanagar Lalit Modi elected as President of RCA Mumbai 10

32 | Sakal Modi wins but RCA out Pune 1

33 | Nav Bharat Times Modi is the new RCA President Pune 1

34 | Dainik Lokmat Comeback of Modi Mumbai 1

35 | Dainik Lokmat It's a beginning for rentry in BCCI: Lalit | Mumbai 11
Modi

36 | Sakal Times Lalit Modi elected president, BCCI Pune 1
suspends RCA

37 | Maharashtra Times Lalit Modi wins Mumbai 11

38 | Prahar Lalit Modi elected as President of RCA Mumbai 1

39 | Afternoon Dispatch and Lalit Modi elected president, BCCI Mumbai 31

Courier suspends RCA

40 | Prahar Lalit Modi wins Mumbai 1

41 | Daily News Lalit Modi elected president, BCCI Jaipur 1
suspends RCA

42 | Dainik Amber Lalit Modi elected as President of RCA | Jaipur 1




43 | Dainik Navjyot Lalit Modi elected president, BCCI Jaipur
suspends RCA

44 | Jalte Deep Lalit Modi elected as President of RCA | Jaipur

45 | Mahaka Bharat Lalit Modi elected as President of RCA | Jaipur

46 | Morning News Its Modi ' Sarkar' in RCA Jaipur

47 | National Duniya Lalit Modi elected president, BCCI Jaipur
suspends RCA

48 | Naya India Modi wins RCA elections Jaipur

49 | Prathakal Lalit Modi elected president, BCCI Jaipur
suspends RCA

50 | Punjab Kesari Lalit Modi elected president, BCCI Jaipur
suspends RCA

51 | Raj vaibhav Lalit Modi elected as President of RCA | Jaipur

52 | Rajasthan Patrika Lalit Modi elected president, BCCI Jaipur
suspends RCA

53 | Samachar Jagat Lalit Modi elected as President of RCA | Jaipur
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BCCI bans RCA
after Modi is
declared prez

Saibal Bose | TNN

Jaipur: It turned out to be an
eventful Tuesday for Ra-
jasthan cricket. Lalit Modi
was declared president of Ra-
jasthan Cricket Association
by Supreme Court-appointed
election observer NM Kasli-
wal at 10 am, and within an
hour the body stood suspend-
ed by the BCCL

A terse notice from BCCI's
interim president Shivlal Ya-
dav to the RCA informed the
body of the suspension under
Rule 32 (VIT) of its constitution.

The RCA committee:
President: Lalit Modi;
Deputy-president: Mehmood
Ahbdi; Vice-presidents: Amin
Pathan, Ratan Singh,
Rajendra Singh Rathore,
Sushil Sharma, Vimal
Sharma, Vivek Vyas;
Secretary: Sumendra Tiwari;
Treasurer: Pawan Goyal;
Joint-secretaries: Nripjit
Singh Surpur, Pradeep
Nagar, Shakti Singh Rathore,
Vinod Saharan; Organizing
secretaries: Devaram
Choudhury, Rajesh Sharma,
Rajkumar Mathur, Satish
Vyas; Executive members:
Ashok Gehlat, Rajesh Gupta,
Rajesh Saraswat.

Although initially caught
off-guard by the speedy BCCI
action, the newly-elected ex-
ecutive committee of the RCA
regrouped by evening to de-
clare that they will not go down
without a fight. “We will ap-
proach the appropriate court
in Jaipur,” Mehmood Abdi, the
new deputy-president said.
“Within a couple of days, we
‘will move courtagainst this il-
legal step by the BCCL”

The decision to move
court, quite expected, was tak-
en after the executive com-
mittee met at the RCA Acad-
emy, with Modi joining in
from London via video con-
ference. “Mr Modi has au-
thorized the RCA's legal cell
t0 take every necessary step
to ensure that the BCCI's de-
signs do not suceeed,” Abdi,
who is also the head of this
legal cell, said.

Modi took to his favourite
form of communication —
Twitter — to vent his ire. “Any-
one who thinks they can just
suspend us and get away and
think BCCI is their personal
property... wait and watch...
we will notallow you to make
a mockery of the game. We
have a voice officially in the
board and we will make our-
selves heard. Wait and
watch,” he tweeted.

The deputy-president said
the BCCI does not have the au-
thority to constitute an ad-hoc
committee to look after mat-
ters associated with cricket
in Rajasthan. “The RCA isa
registered body under the
state's Sports Act,” he said.
“Anybody cannot just come
and claim to represent Ra-
jasthan. There is a proper
norm that has to be followed.”

BCCI secretary Sanjay Pa-
tel, in a media release, has
talked about forming an ad-
hoc body to look after the play-
ers’ interests. “Keeping in
mind the interests of the sport
of ericket and in order to safe-
guard the best interests and
welfare of the cricketers play-
ing the game in different age-
groups, an ad-hoc committee
will be constituted shortly by
the BCCI,” Patel's release said.

Abdi added that BCCI can
actasper itsrules but the RCA
elections were conducted un-
der the Sports Act, which su-
persedes all by-laws of private
bodies. “The Sports Actisa
law,” he said. “Modi was al-
lowedd to contest under this law.”

Abdi, a lawyer who repre-
sents Modi in legal issues,
added that individuals can be
suspended under Rule 32 (VII),
but not an institution. “The
BCCI president and secretary
cannot just take a decision on
suspending an institution.
They should have called a spe-
cial general meeting.” He added
that Modi has been in touch
with a number of “influential
members of the BCCI™.

Officials of the RCA felt
that N Srinivasan was behind
this move. “We had expected
shivlal Yadav to show some
restraint before taking any
step,” an official said. “It is
clear that Srinivasan is still
calling the shots.”

Incidentally, the BCCI ac-
tion came after the Supreme
Court, in its order during the
last hearing, had said that the
premier cricket body is free
to take any step against the
RCA as per its by-laws. Em-
boldened by this line, the
BCCI went ahead with the sus-
pension order: Battle lines are
drawn and it might all come
down to the judiciary and how
it looks at the contentious
Sports Act.



Publication: Times of India

Edition: Jaipur

Page No.: 1

Front Page

-

BCCI suspends RCA after
Lalit Modi wins prez poll
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1 will be back. Let poll results come out’

Former IPL chief Lalit Modi’s long-dmwn battlewith the BCCI reached another level after the Rajasthan Cricket Assoczatzon
was suspended after Modi’s election as president was announced on Tuesday. Modi now forms the pivot of the anti-Srinivasan
group even as the BCCI president himself is fighting for survival. He spoke to dna’s Derek Abraham from London...

Congratulations on your victory in the
Rajasthan Cricket Association elections.
Must be a bittersweet feeling because the
BCCI has suspended the RCA...

I'd call the decision childish, really. The deci-
sion to ban me and suspend the as-
sociation is stupid and childish.
Why take it out on the play-
ers? I have been democratically
elected and the election was con-
ducted under the supervision
of an observer appointed
by the Supreme Court. We
will challenge the BCCI'’s
decision in court. We will
do whatever we have to do.

When they banned Jagmohan Dalmiya, they
didn’t ban the Cricket Association of Bengal
(CAB). Dalmiya didn’t attend BCCI meet-
ings, but someone else from the association
did. I have already authorised the deputy

president (Mehmood Abdi, who, in

cidentally, is Modi’s lawyer) to at-
tend BCCI meetings on behalf of the

RCA. Look, there is a process. Mr Sanjay
Patel has been expelled from his home asso-
ciation, the Baroda Cricket Association. But
he continues to be the BCCI secretary. That’s
fine with me. He was elected by the BCCI.
Similarly, every state association has a right
to choose whoever it wants. .Turntopl6

Related report, p15
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Board of Control for Cricket in India suspends Rajasthan Cricket Association after exiled administrator is elected its president

‘Modi wins
battle,
but loses
kingdom

PIRCLTLLTIrrtil

Derel( Ahmham @DAbrahamm

Mumbai: Call it the ‘return of the
czar’, but this long-drawn-out war
between Lalit Modi and the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
is anything but over.

Minutes after the former Indian
Premier League (IPL) chairman was
elected president of the Rajasthan
Cricket Association (RCA) on Tues-
day, the BCCI poured cold water on
the flamboyant administrator’'s
plans of defying a life ban by sus-
pending the association. The board
also decided to name an ad hoc com-
mittee to run the game in the state,

“...Under the authority vested in
him as per regulation 32 (vii) of the
rules and regulations of BCCI, Mr
Shivlal Yaday, interim president,
BCCI, has suspénded the Ra-
jasthan Cricket Association from
the membership of the BCCI,
pending disciplinary proceed-
ings against it on charges of
misconduct,” BCCI secretary
Sanjay Patel said in a statement.

According to Mehmood Abdi,
the newly-elected deputy presi-
dent of the RCA, the association

THE MODI-RCA
vs BCCI SAGA

anu.
Gehlof
Vasundhara

RCA ELECTION RESULTS
President: Lalit Modi (24 votes)
Deputy President: Mehmood Abdi (25)

Vice-Presidents: Amin Pathan, Ratan
Singh, Rajendra Singh Rathore, Sushil
Sharma, Vimal Sharma, Vivek Vyas
Secretary: Sumendra Tiwari (25)
Treasurer: Pawan Goyal (24)
Joint-Secretaries: Nripjit Singh Surpur,
Pradeep Nagar, Shakti Singh Rathore,
Vinod Saharan

Organising Secretaries: Devaram
Choudhury, Rajesh Sharma, Rajkumar
Mathur, Satish Vyas

Executive Members: Ashok Gehlot,
Rajesh Gupta, Rajesh Saraswat

Note: The RCA comprises 33 district
associations, but only 29 votes were
counted on Tuesday. The rest are sealed

will challenge the BCCI sanction in
court. “Lalit has won by a huge mar-
gin (he polled 24 of the 29 declared
votes). The RCA is governed by the
Rajasthan Sports Act. That's the law
of the land. The BCCI is just a regis-
tered body. When there is a clash
between a law and a bye-law, the law

December:
election ag

always wins,” Abdi told dna.

Abdi, who represents the Sri Gan-
ganagar District Cricket Associa-
tion in the RCA, said the members
are thrilled to have Modi back. “Lalit
addressed us all via Skype a couplé
of hours after the results were de-
clared,” Abdi said.

“He assured us that cricketers
won't be harmed. He has already
formed a committee under my lead-
ership to fight the BCCI's decision.
He has already decided that the RCA
will build eight world-class acade-
mies across the state. We will hire
professionals to run the association.
We will not tolerate corruption,”
added Abdi, who also happens to be
Modi’s lawyer.

Modi’s election was announced by
a Supreme Court-appointed observ-
er. The polls were conducted in Jan-
uary under the observation of for-
mer SC judge NM Kasliwal, but the
results were sealed. On April 30, the
Supreme Court had ordered that the
results be announced on May 6. Four
of the 33 votes are still sealed be-
cause these districts were represent-
ed by opposing factions.

derek@dnaindia.net

September: BCCI
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fashion. Much
like the iconic politician MG
Ramachandran won the 1984
Tamil Nadu state assembly
pol!l\ihllnmlluplhlhlln

l mmu thrilled to have won
an election sitting here in Lon-
don. It's a landslide win. I am
extrsmaly grateful to the RCA
ing me with a thur
nu.sority. They had faith in me
work. And they have al-

bothered about cricket and
cricketers.

You have always maintained

sﬂnlvuun,m‘tpr?-

trvllin;pnmdhn..

This will be taken up in court
soon. The Supreme Court will

with it. And justice Mukul Mudgal
(and the probe committee headed
by him) will deal with it.

ThuBCClhaduﬂodto.p-

predecessors
have worked. The RCA isina hoc

shambles. They (previous re-
gime) have rulmd it. I am énly

That's the law in Rajasthan.
When will you be back in
India?

Let the election results be out. It's
Just two weeks away. We will talk

again.

deal So you are hoping that the new
which is likely to

headed by your namesake, will

allow you to come back?

Look, there is a wind of change in

India. [ am sure there will be a new

country, I am looking forward to
that wind of change.

It is rumoured that Arun

And the same man was part

1 will be biack soon, et the pollresults be declared, says

So youn hope to use your good
offices with the BJP to come
back to India?

1 have a good relationship with
many people in the BJP. I won't
take names, though. Look, my job
ismwuﬂﬁruicht.lammmdu—

of the BCCI disciplinary ingthat.

, which suspended

Tm doeln t matter. It isn't
about an

can't everybody on
your side. We also have a lot of

friends. T am not worried
mtm!

mmmmm
ﬁm

ual. It's abouta to
kwtpol!wlnm:m-.m Look,
expect to have s

have democrati-
myclwthnwmm

Your passport has been im-
pounded, How will you return

mmdﬂlltthu'e
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x-IPL chief to move court, targets Srini

BCCI suspends RCA as

Lalit Mod1 elected chief

RAHUL BANERJI
NEW DELHI, MAY 6

In an entirely predictable
reaction,, the Board of
Control for Cricket in
India suspended the
Rajasthan Cricket
Association hours after
banned former IPL com-
missioner Lalit Modi was
declared elected president
of the state body.

Having threatened the
RCA with disaffiliation
earlier as the case wound
its way through the courts,
the BCCI. acted swiftly
it was officially
known that Mr Modi was
back in the saddle in
Jaipur. Interim chief
Shivlal Yadav immediate-

W o
Lalit Modi

ly suspended the associa-
tion under Rule 32 (vii),
cricket board secretary
Sanjay Patel said.

Mr Modi’s supporters
swept the election:
Mehmood M. Abdi, Mr
Modi’s legal counsel, was
elected RCA deputy presi-
dent, Somendra Tiwari
secretary and. Pawan
Goyal treasurer.

Unfazed by the BCCI’s
action, Mr Modi told
ESPN-Cricinfo: “When the
BCCI banned me, I had to
prove . a point... show
everybody that banning
me does not mean that I am
going to stay away. It actu-
ally gave me greater
resolve to fight them.”

Saying he knew the ban
would be imposed, Mr
Modi said: “Let them try. I
am not afraid of that
fight. I have not been
afraid of any fight. If they
want to cancel our affilia-
tion, let them do that. That
does not mean cricket in
Rajasthan is going to
stop

“What are they gomgfto
®TurntoPage7 -
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Lalit Modi elected chief, BCCI suspends RCA

W Continued from Page 1
do: not allow us to play
matches? We are going to
fight for our rights and
fight for our boys.”

Mr Modi swept the
January poll, whose results
were announced Tuesday
by the Supreme Court-
appointed observer, retired
judge N.M. Kasliwal, win-
ning by a 24-5 margin.
Within a couple of hours,
the BCCI suspended the
RCA and decided to form
an ad-hoc committee to run
its affairs.

“The BCCI president has
indefinitely suspended
RCA from participating in
any BCCI activity. The deci-
sion has been taken as per

the constitution clause No.
32, sub-clause 7, where the
president has the right to
suspend an association,
which doesn’t conform
with the rules and regula-
tions of the BCCI. The deci-
sion was taken by interim
president Shivlal Yadav,”
Mr Patel was quoted as say-
ing. The Supreme Court
had said the BCCI can take
up the issue in an appropri-
ate forum after the results
were out, and if they went
against the BCCI, which
means the legal dispute —
from either side — is likely
to continue. The RCA polls
were themselves held
under the supervision of
two retired judges appoint-

ed by the Supreme Court.

In an interesting twist,
Mr Modi and the secretary
of the unrecognised
Cricket Association of
Bihar, Aditya Verma, may
now join forces to fight
their common foe — side-
lined BCCI president
Narayanswami Srinivasan,
who has been at the heart
of the board’s battle
against the former IPL
chief. He is also the target
of Mr Verma’s efforts in
the courts on allegations
that include conflict of
interest to criminal con-
spiracy. 4 i

“] have given the CAB full
support,” Mr Modi said. “I
am with them, talking with

them, strategising with
them, providing them with
documentation.”

In a statement Tuesday,
Mr Verma added: “My
heartiest congratulations
to Lalit Modi... I request the
entire BCCI to accept and
honour the decision of the
court and forget the person-
al ﬁg,ht between two per-

sons.

Mr Modi said there would
be no let-up in his efforts to
rid the board of the
“Srinivasan effect”. “We
have got to a stage where
we need to remove the oper-
ation being run by N.
Srinivasan... If 1 hadn't
supported all the people
who are fighting him, he

would not have been
pushed into a corner like
right now.”

Former BCCI chief and
longtime Lalit Modi backer
Inderjit Singh Bindra had
presciently written a few
months ago in his blog:
“You only ever write Lalit
Modi’s epitaph at your own
peril. A case-in-point is his
re-election to the Rajasthan
Cricket Association, which
could well see Lalit take
guard for a potential sec-
ond innings and one can
only wonder what this mar-
keting maverick will do
from here on. I am only too
hopeful for what the future
holds for Lalit Kumar
Modi.” i
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RCA set to challenge BCCI sus

SANJAY BOHRA
JAIPUR, MAY 6

A defiant Lalit Modi-led
Rajasthan Cricket
Association has vowed to
legally challenge its sus-
pension by the Board for
Control of Cricket in
India.

The news of the BCCI's
decision to suspend the
RCA indefinitely came as
newly-elected president
Modi was interacting with
his team through video
conferencing from
London.

Modi then instructed his
most trusted man and
newly-elected RCA vice-
president Mehmood Abdi
to take the legal route.

“He has instructed us to
study the BCCI decision
and form a legal chal-
lenge,” Abdi said, adding
that a two-member com-
mittee including lawyer
Sudip Hora would study
the BCCI decision to chal-
lenge it in the court.

According to sources,
the Modi-led RCA may file
a petition a lower court
here in the next couple of

days.

“The BCCI president and
secretary cannot take the
decision arbitrarily. They
should have followed the
due process of calling a
special general meeting to

Supporters celebrate in Jaipur on Tesday,
Rajasthan Cricket Association president.

discuss the proposal to
this effect followed by
show cause notice to the
RCA and only after we
would have replied to that
notice could they have
suspended the state asso-
ciation,” Abdi said.
According to Abdi, the
BCCI cannot interfere in
sports matters in
Rajasthan. The BCCI has
no right to suspend the
RCA as the latter was gov-
erned by the Sports Act of
Rajasthan and the elec-

tions were held as per this
Act and Supreme Court’s

directives.

“The BCCI is a private
body; it is not above the
law. It can form any rule it
wishes but law of land
will prevail in case of any
activity in Rajasthan is
concerned,” he added.

“It is unfair to punish
the association because of
ban on one person. Some
of the members have been
pushing for the SGM to be
convened at the earliest

after Lalit Modi was declared the

- PTI

and I hope this matter
would come up there too,”
Abdi said. !

Accusing Shivlal Yadav
of working as former
BCCI president  N.
Srinivasan’s puppet, Abdi
said, “We had hoped that
after the Supreme Court’s
intervention and appoint-
ment of Yadav as the act-
ing president, the BCCI
would take a different line
and would not toe
Srinivasan but it seems
that Srinivasan is” still

pension

calling the shots and
Shivlal Yadav is acting
like his puppet,” Abdi
alleged.

Asked about appoint-
ment of the ad-hoc com-
mittee to run the RCA,
Abdi said that it was not
legally valid because as
per Section 25 of the
Rajasthan Sports Act, any
person who did not belong
to Rajasthan could not
represent the state noruse
the name of Rajasthan.

Asked if Modi would be
able to run the RCA from
London, Abdi said that
Modi would handle the
association through his
executive committee. C.P:
Joshi was earlier RCA
president but as Union
minister he used to be in
Delhi most of the time, he

On a question about
Modi’s return to India, he
said the latter would
return when the security
situation improved.

Meanwhile, former
board president Sharad
Pawar lashed out at the
BCCI for suspending the
RCA. “I was shocked to
hear about the decision. I
think it is a very h
decision by the BCCL For
the sake of one individual
to suspend a whole organ-
isation is really shock-
ing,” he added. prr
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Lalit Modi RCA pres, BCCl talks ban

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur

ORMER IPL com-

missioner Lalit

Modi was elected
president of the Ra-
jasthan Cricket Associ-
ation (RCA) on Tues-
day, setting the stage for
yet another round of
legal tussle between
him and a livid BCCI,
that had threatened to
ban RCA in anticipa-
tion of this result.

The election was
conducted in Decem-
ber last year but the re-
sults were sealed fol-

[ 2% lowing a  Supreme

Court directive. After
much deliberation, the
result was finally an-
nounced by a court-ap-
pointed observer. As ex-
pected Modi won by a
landslide margin,
polling in 24 out of 33
votes, while his oppo-
nent Rampal Sharma
earned just five.

The administrator,
who has been living in
London for the past
four years, was allowed
to contest the RCA
elections held on De-
cember 19 last year
under the supervision
of an SC-appointed ob-
SEerver.

Among other office-
bhearers, Somendra Ti-
wari was elected the
new secretary, while
Pawan Goyal the new
treasurer. Mehmood M
Abdi, a close confidante
and legal counsel of
Modi, has been elected
deputy president.

Modi was slapped
with a life ban by the
BCCI on September
25, 2013, after its disci-
plinary committee
found him guilty on
eight charges of “indis-
cipline and miscon-
duct”. After Modi en-
tered the fray in the
RCA elections, BCCI

had challenged the Ra-
jasthan Sports Act,
2005, which allowed
the former IPL chief to
contest the polls de-
spite being banned for
life by the board.
Modi’s re-election is
being seen a massive
blow to BCCI president
N Srinivasan, who has
been forced to step
aside due to the ongo-
ing SC-monitored
probe into the IPL bet-
ting and spot-fixing
scandal. Modi has
never minced words in
criticising Srinivasan,
calling him corrupt on
several occasions.

The BCCI discipli-
nary committee, com-
prising Arun Jaitley,
and Jyotiraditya
Scindia had submitted
a report in July 2013, in
which it had found
Modi guilty of financial
irregularities, indisci-
pline and “actions
detrimental to the in-
terest of the BCCI".

Last year, the apex
court asked its retired
judge, justice NM
Kasliwal, to oversee the
RCA elections which
had become con-
tentious because Modi
was in the fray for pres-
identship.



Publication: Hindustan Times
Edition: All

Page No.:1

= Lalit Modi

LALIT MODI BACK,
BCCI SUSPENDS
RAJASTHAN BODY

HT Correspondent

MUMBAL Despite a life ban from
holding any position in a crick-
eting body and being in exile
in London for more than three
vears, former controversial IPL
chief Lalit Modi was named pres-
ident of the Rajasthan Cricket
Association (RCA) on Tuesday:

Following the announcement,
the BCCTimmediately suspended
the RCA “pending disciplinary
action” and said it would not
accept the verdict.

Unfazed, Modi tweeted:
“Anvone who thinks they can
just suspend us and get away,
and think BCCI is there personal
property....wait and watch...we
will not allow you™.

» CONTINUED ON P&

Front Page

RCA elects..

Modi's reentry comes at a time
when N Srinivasan, who was
forced to step aside as BCCI head
for hislink to a spot-fixing scandal
in last year’s IPL. seems to be los-
ing his iron-grip over the board. If
Modi manages to return, he can
provide a very strong opposition
to Srinivasan, which is lacking in
the board at the moment.

Modi secured 24 out of 33 votes
to win the RCA elections.

The 50-vear-old was found guilty
of financial and administrative
irregularities during his stint as
chairman of the IPL's first three
editions by the BCCI disciplinary
body and banned 1ast yvear But Modi
was able to fight the elections, held
1ast December, due toa loophole as
the RCA is governed by statelaws,

The results had remained
unknown due to a challenge by
the BCCI but last week, the SC
had ruled that the results would
be announced on May 6.

The announcement is set tofire
off anewround of legal battles The
RCAhas already said it will go the
Supreme Court to challenge the
suspension. “We are governed by
the Sports Act of Rajasthan. We
will fight it out in the court,” said
RCA's deputy president Mehmood
M Abdi. It will also contest the
BCCI'sdecision tocreate an adhoc
body to take over its affairs during
its suspension.

Modi was vice-president of the

BCCI from 2005 until September
2010, He was also one of the found-
ers of the IPL in 2008. He was
removed from the posts of BCCI
VP and IPL head in 2010. Last
September; Modi was found respon-
sible by the BCCI of rigging bids
during the IPL franchise auction
in 2010, bullying franchises, and
selling media and Internet rights
without proper authorisation.
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MODI IN, RAJASTHAN OUT

LALIT MODI: RISE, FALL AND RISE

[ will not give in

EC
® ) Lalit Modi joins Himachal Helps Sharad Pawar become
* Pradesh Cricket Association the BCCI president ahead of
Wl Ou a 1 0 1 and is removed gheyery next Jagmo_hanbalmiya.Appoin\ed
® year aﬁ:erqu_est_mmnq th_e_ BCCl vice-president, the young-
board’s functioning. Modi joins. est to hold the post.
Rajasthan Cricket Association
HT Correspondents I'VE NOT SEEN THE not followed the proper proce- and with support from 200708
& sportsdeskihindustantimes com dures. “There s official corre- - . then CM Vasundhara i
BCCIORDERAND 3 i theboard @ X i Announc_esthe fqrmatnpn nf_
MUMBAI/CHANDIGARH: Despite the ;lﬁl RE{T‘TCAQ, wf;f?; w‘; l?l:vs \ Ra,tet;e ;ﬁt’? ?:ml,:‘l;;:\ﬁﬁ i amiried itz
BCCI's tough stand against him DONT KNOW ON WHAT issued notice to them. We will president in
and his association, probably the send the show-causenotice over _
first member to be suspended, GRUUNDS RCA HAS BEEN suspension now,” Patel told HT. Aersa ot et ahetad oF tha
ythl.)irnh.u;muffb;]ing:;l?ctgﬂzl as  SUSPENDED.SOIDONT On the dehCI decision to RCK electime and ioes on
2 President of the Rajasthan appoint an ad hoc committee to i R
Cricket Association, Lalit Modi, THlNK IT WOULD BE WlSE administer Rajasthan cricket i “-'" i
é % : R the year, loses elections again.
was addressing his troops TD COMMENT ON |‘|’ affairs, Abdi said BCCI has no
via video-conferencing from INEMOT SALMIA E E‘CCI power to form such a committes _
London. “His main message to 'y y B because nobody can use the word =
the members was to spread the ket Rajasthan as per the Sports Act. akes owricehip detals of the

word that RCA will not allow the
game to be affected in the state,”
his lawyer Mehmood Abdi, who
was elected as deputy president
of the RCA, told HT.

Tt was typical defiance from
Modi. Tt is a tough battle ahead
of him in his quest to return to

—
“While, I welcome Lalit Modi
back. I would also like to add
that RCA suspension is illegal,
Nobody in the board has the
authority to suspend an associa-
tion without an Annual General
Meeting (AGM),” Bindra, who is

“If they use then they can go to
prison.”

Modi in his 40-minute
interaction with the new
executive committee
directed them to
form sub-commit-
tees on finance,

Kochi franchise public. The
Central Board of Direct Taxes
orders investigation into the
sale of Kochi franchise. Tax
raids take place at the IPL
office in Mumbai, WSG and
MSM and Modi's home.

Apr: Suspended by BCCI
over allegations of finandal

the BCCLfold, butModisounded  the president of Punjab Cricket  grounds, pro- misconduct and receives a

determined to take the fightto  Association (PCA), said. grammes showcause notice.

his archrival N Srinivasan in Attacking Srinivasan, Bindra  etc. He also i independ

board politics. said: “This just shows the announced e#tr?;?ﬁ:?&% sends
Taking a dig at Srinivasan, lengths this present officials that the next him his third showcause

inaseriesof tweets, Modisaid: can go to carry out the willof  meeting notice; moves High Court to

“Thank you last but foremost
to all cricket fans for giving me
the strength to fight for cricket.
FIXING and fixers will be fixed
from now. ...to make a mockery
of the game and now we havea
voice officially in the Boardand
we will make ourselves heard.
Wait and watch. BCCI is still
being run by Stooges of Srini
and if he thinks he can keep
democratically elected people
away....well [ have patience.”

Srinivasan. This proves that
despite having stepped down
as the president of the board,
he stills wields considerable
influence and has been acting
as an absolute dictator.”

Abdi said RCA had faith in
BCCI interim president Shivlal
Yadav but he turned out to be
a puppet in the hands of
Srinivasan. “BCCI has
no rights to suspend the
RCA, which is run by

will be held

in London in
June.

(With inputs

from Jaipur

bureau)

dismiss the BCCI's discipli-
nary proceedings against him;
leaves India citing threat to his
life and relocates to London.

Bpr: High Court dismisses
appeal filed by Modi and allows
the BCO!'s disciplinary body to
continue its investigations.

Feb: Says Flintoff's auction was

Modi, who was elected as  Rajasthan Sports Act- rigged and that the ‘secret tie-
the new RCA president by an  2005." He said all these break rule helped some teams',
overwhelmingly majority, took  were being done at the Mar: Was declared bankrupt in
an aggressive stand saying  behestof N Srinivasan aLondon court over unpaid bills

the association will challenge

and this proved he still

of £65,000 (% 65 lakh) owed to

BCCT'sdecisiontosuspend RCA  has influence over the aprivate security firm.
in court. BCCL

Meanwhile, former BCCI  Meanwhile, BCCI SRR el
president IS Bindra welcomed  secretary Sanjay Patel life in book published by a Brit-
Modi back at the helm of RCA.  refuted that BCCI had

ish author.

Sep: Found quilty on eight
counts on charges of vari-
ous acts of indiscipline
and misconduct” after
the disciplinary com-
mittee submits its
134-page report; is
given a life ban.
Dec: Enters the fray
inthe RCA elec-
tions citing the
Rajasthan Sports
Act, 2005. The
results of the elec-
tions, are sealed as per

| a Supreme Court directive.

Apr: Apex court clears the deck
for the declaration of results.
May 6, 2014 Modi declared the
winner of the election for the
post of RCA president.
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Lalit Modi elected
president, BCCI
suspends RCA

Jaipur, May 6: Controver-
sial former IPL commis-
sioner Lalit Modi, who has
been living in exile after be-
ing slapped with a life ban,
was on Tuesday elected
President of the Rajasthan
Cricket Association,
prompting a livid BCCI to

suspendthe RCA.

Modi predictably swept
the polls, winning by an em-
phatic 24-5 margin after the
Supreme Court cleared the
decksfortheannouncement
of the electionresults, more
than four months after the

acrimoniouspolls.

The result was an-

nounced by court-appointed
observer Justice (retd) N M
Kasliwal. The announce-
ment of results is expected
to trigger another round of
legal tussle between Modi
and the BCCI, which has
made it clear that it would
notacceptthe verdict.

Out of atotal 33 votes, Mo-
di's opponent Rampal Shar-
maearned just five.

Withinacoupleof hoursof
the declaration of RCA poll
results,the BCClindefinitely
suspended the RCA and de-
cided toform an ad-hoc com-
mitteetorun theaffairsof the
affiliated unit. PTT
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Modi plots a
comeback
at BCCl

LONDON, PTI: Back in the reck-
oning for areturn to BCCl after
being elected President of the
Rajasthan Cricket Association,
banned former IPL chief Lalit
Modi said winning the polls is
the firststep towards returning
to the Indian Cricket Board.

“Itisabigvictory. It has been
four years since 1 have been
fighting the previous cricket es-
tablishment at the RCA be-
cause of the deteriorating fa-
cilities,” Modi told a cricket
website after the Supreme
Court-appointed observer an-
nounced the much-awaited
poll results.

Asked whether the win
paves the way for a BCCI come-
back, Modi said: “I am not
denying that. We have to
cleanse cricket. The Supreme
Court has helped in that activ-
ity by appointing Justice Mud-
gal panel to probe the allega-
tions of corruption in the IPL.”

On how he plans to run the
RCA from Londonand with un-
certainty over his return, Modi
said, “It (my return) is not un-
certain. I will be back soon. As
and when the Indian (federal)
government changes we will
see. In 10 days™ ime the election
results will be out, so we never
know how soon ITwill be back™

The combative business-
man’s elevation expectedly
prompted the BCCI to suspend
the RCA indefinitely and could
also lead to its termination. A
defiant Modi said he was not
afraid of the BCCIL.

“Let them try. Tam not afraid
of that fight. I have not been
afraid of any fight. If they want
to cancel ouraffiliation, let them
do that. That does not mean
cricket in Rajasthan is going to
stop. Whatare they going to do:
not allow us to play matches?
We are going to fight for our
rights and fight for our boys.™

Former Board and ICC pres-
ident Sharad Pawar also
slammed the BCCI. “I was
shocked to hear about the de-
cision. I think it is a very harsh
decision by the BCCL For the
sake of one individual to sus-
pend a whole organisation is
really shocking. T hope (BCCT's
interim president) Shivlal Ya-
dav will show spme spiritin the
organisation and respect the
views of the judiciary,” added
Pawar.
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RCA victory steppin
stone: Mml:-l}l’ PERS
LONDON: Back in the reckon-
ing for a return toBCCl after
being elected president of
the Rajasthan Cricket Asso-
ciation, banned former IPL

chief Lalit Modi on Tuesday
said winning the polls is the
first step towards retumnin
to the Indian Cricket Board.
“It is a big victory. It has
been four years since I have
been fighting the previous
cricket establishment at the
RCA because of the dete-
riorating facilities,” Modi
told ‘ESPNCricinfo’ after the
Supreme Court-appointed
observer announced the
much-awaited poll re-
sults. Asked whether the
win paves the way for a BCCI
comeback, Modi said: “Iam
not denying that. We have
to cleanse cricket. The Su-
preme Court has helped in
that activity by appoint-
ing Justice Mudgal panel
to probe the allegations of
corruption in the IPL.”
“During my previous ten-
ure as RCA president we had
made it the premier state
association. We had built a
state-of-the-art academy,
a good stadium and we had
plans to build a new sta-
dium. PTI
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Lalit Modi elecied President

JAIPUR: Controversial former [PL
Commissioner Lalit Modi, who has
been living in exile after being
slapped with a life ban, was Tues-
day elected President of the
Rajasthan Cricket Association,
prompting a livid BCCI to suspend
the RCA. Modi predictably swept
the polls, winning by an emphatic
24-5 margin after the Supreme
Court cleared the decks for the an-
nouncement of the election resuits,
more than four months after the ac-
rimonious polls. The result was an-
nounced by court-appointed ob-
server Justice (retd) N M Kasliwal
here Tuesday. The announcement
of results is expected to trigger an-
other round of legal tussle between
Modi and the BCCI, which has
made it clear that it would not ac-
cept the verdict. Out of a total 33
votes, Modi's opponent Rampal
Sharma earned just five. Within a
couple of hours of the declaration
of RCA poll results, the BCCI in-
definitely suspended the RCA and
decided to form an ad-hoc commit-
tee to run the affairs of the affili-
ated unit. "As per Order dated 30/
4/2014 the Hon?ble Supreme Court

had directed that if it is found by
BCCI that any person has acted
against its rules, regulations or law,
which is to be enforced by it, it would
be open to it to take action against
such a person,” BCCI Secretary
Sanjay Patel said in a statement. "In
pursuance of the order, under au-
thority vested in him as per Regula-
tion 32 (vii) of the Rules and Regula-
tions of BCCI, Mr. Shivlal Yadav, In-
terim President, BCCI, has sus-
pended the Rajasthan Cricket Asso-
ciation from the membership of the
BCCI, pending disciplinary proceed-
ings against it on charges of miscon-
duct,” he added. "Keeping in mind
the interests of the sport of cricket
and in order to safeguard the best in-
terests and welfare of the cricketers
playing the game in different age-
groups and their future, an ad-hoc
committee will be constituted
shortly by the BCCI," the statement
read. The RCA, on its part, vowed to
challenge the suspension in court.
"We are mulling over the situation
and would appeal in the High
Court,” said Mehmood Abdi, the
newly-elected vice-President and
Modi's lawyer. .
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Victorious Lalit Modi has miles to go

he Supreme Courts announce-
I ment of Lalit Modi’s victory in
the Rajasthan Cricket
Association (RCA) elections has made
him the comeback man of Indian
cricket politics. Modi’s triumph will be
viewed as him getting a step closer
towards getling into the inner ring of
Indian cricket administration and
challenging his béte noire N
Srinivasan, who has referred to him as
a fugitive when he has been asked
about the former Indian Premier
League commissioner in interviews.
Modi’s alleged misdeeds — which
came into the public domain during
the 2010 edition of the IPL — notwith-
standing, there is a lot to be admired
about the cricket administrator. If his

main ohjective — entering the BCCI
again — comes to fruition, it may not
be a bad thing for the game. Pundils
reckon the BCCI is short of brave voic-
es and full of those who are happy
keeping the red flag to themselves and
enjoying the subsidies provided to their
state associations through the BCCI's
ever-increasing profits.

With the RCA deciding to contest
the suspension that the BCCI wasted no
time in slapping yesterday, Modi has
another legal battle on his plate. What
will happen in this tussle is anybody’s
guess, but if Modi wins his latest duel,
he must return to India and carry out
his presidential duties. Doubtless, a
cricket association cannot be run by
remote control and foot soldiers. Modi’s

responsibility as a state cricket admin-
istrator ought to be a lot more than just
aiming to set foot in BCCI's corridor of
powers again. Rajasthan won the Ranji
Trophy twice in a row in 2010-11 and
2011-12 and the players must be backed
administratively to come closer to win-
ning another title for Modi’s return to
enjoy true cricketing significance.

Modi will not be the first adminis-
trator to get back into the BCCI after
being booted out. If and when that
happens, it will only drive home the
truth that there are no permanent
friends and enemies in the BCCI. To
use a cricketing analogy, Modi has only
won an important local tournament.
A national-level victory seems
miles ahead.
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‘I AMREADY TO STEP ASIDE UNTIL ISSUE IS RESOLVED’

By Qaiser Mohammad Ali
in New Delhi

NEW Rajasthan cricket boss
Lalit Modi on Tuesday declared
that he would take legal
recourse to fight the “illegal”
suspension of his association
by the BCCI whlle offering to
remain away from Board
meetings till the issues are
resolved.

Modi, 50, speaking from Lon-
don, said he has already taken
charge of the Rajasthan Cricket
Association (RCA), held the first
meeting of its executive com-
mittee on Tuesday, and nomi-
nated RCA’s deputy president,
Mehmood M. Abdi to repre-
sent the body at the BCCI.

“If they want to take action
against Lalit Modi they can do
50, but they can’t do so against
the RCA, which has been demo-
cratically elected and isfree to
do what it wants. I'm happy to
step aside, in the sense that I'd
not attend BCCl meetings. The
RCA executive committee has
already authorised the deputy
president to attend BCCl meet-
ings, till the time a solution is
found.” Modi told Mail Today in
aninterview.

“When Mr Jagmohan Dalmiya
was banned by the BCCI [for
alleged misappropriation of
funds] he didn’t attend BCCI
meetings and someone else
represented the Cricket Asso-
ciation of Bengal. So, for them
to take this dramatic step

against the RCA is foolish.
Somebody has to take a stand,
and | have taken astand and I'll
continue to do so, on this
issue,” he thundered.

When asked if he has con-

LALIT MODI

veyed his offer to step aside
from the BCCI, Modi said: “I
don’t have to convey this offer
to the BCCI as they have no
mandate to remove the RCA.
They must come to us first. On
what basis have they removed
us? They should have called a
general body meeting to sus-
pend us. How can one person

[interim BCCI president Shivial
Yadav] suspend an association?
Who gave him thatauthority?*

It is learnt that the RCA is
ready to start the legal battle
on Wednesday by moving the
Rajasthan High Court.

“We’ll fight the battle; the
battle of fixing is not a small
one. To remove the fixers, it’s
going to be a tough fight. 'm
ready to take the tough fight
to its logical conclusion,” he
said, taking pot shots at BCCI
president his béte noire N.
Srinivasan.

Modi, who has been living in
England since April 2010, said
he would return to India
depending on which party
forms the next national gov-
ernment.

“I’ll come as soon my security
situation changes. I'm waiting
for the election results to
come out and in a few weeks
we’ll know who forms the new
government. If| get assurance
of protection I’ll be there,” he
said.

“There are two things | have
to do: first, | am fighting for my
passport, which was illegally
revoked. That matter is coming
up day after tomorrow in Delhi
High Court. | hope a decision is
taken before the court closes
[for summer vacation] as only
the closing arguments are
left,” he said. “Then P’ll take the
next step: to wait and see who
forms the new government,
which is just a matter of days.
Where’s the hurry?”
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Other Modi’s RCA win
angers BCCl bosses

JATPUR: Controversial for-
mer IPL commissioner Lalit
Modi, who has been living
in exile after being slapped
with a life ban, was on Tues-
day elected President of the
Rajasthan Cricket Associ-
ation, prompting a livid
BCCI to suspend the RCA.

Modi predictably swept
the polls, winning by an
emphatic 24-5 margin after
the Supreme Court cleared
the decks for the announce-
ment of the election results,
more than four months
after the acrimonious polls.

The result was
announced by court-
appointed observer Justice
(retd) N M Kasliwal here
Tuesday. The announce-
ment of results is expected
to trigger another round of
legal tussle between Modi
and the BCCI, which has
made it clear that it would
not accept the verdict.

Qut of a total 33 votes,
Modi’s opponent Rampal
Sharma earned just five.

Within a couple of hours
of the declaration of RCA
poll results, the BCCI indetf-
initely suspended the RCA
and decided to form an ad-
hoc committee to run the
affairs of the affiliated unit.

‘As per Order dated
30/4/2014 the Hon?ble
Supreme Court had
directed that if it is found
by BCCI that any person
has acted against its rules,
regulations or law, which
is to be enforced by it, it
wotuld be open to it to take
action against such a per-
son, BCCI Secretary San-

Lalit Modi

jay Patel said in a statement.

‘In pursuance of the
order, under authority
vested in him as per Regula-
tion 32 (vii) of the Rules and
Regulations of BCCI, Mr.
Shivlal Yadav, Interim Pres-
ident, BCCI, has suspended
the Rajasthan Cricket Asso-
clation from the member-
ship of the BCCI, pending
disciplinary proceedings
against it on charges of mis-
conduct, he added.

‘Keeping in mind the
interests of the sport of
cricket and in order to
safeguard the best interests
and welfare of the cricket-
ers playing the game in dif-
ferent age-groups and their
future, an ad-hoc com-
mittee will be constituted
shortly by the BCCI, the
statement read.

The RCA, on its part,
vowed to challenge the sus-
pension in court. “We would
appeal in the High Court;
said Mehmood Abdi, the
newly-elected vice-Presi-
dent and Modi’s lawyer. “‘We
are governed by the Sports
Act prevailing in the state
and it is law of the land
whereas BCCI is just a reg-
istered body; said Abdi. pri
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‘RCA win steppmg stone to BCCI return’

LONDON: Back in the
reckoning for a return to
BCCI after being elected
president of the Rajasthan
Cricket Association, banned
former IPL chief Lalit Modi
on Tuesday said winning the
polls is the first step towards
returning to BCCL

‘Tt is a big victory. It has
been four years since I have
been fighting the previous
cricket establishment at
RCA because of the dete-
riorating facilities; Modi
told ESPNCiricinfo after the
Supreme Court-appointed
observer announced the
much-awaited poll results.

Asked whether the win
paves the way for a BCCI
comeback, Medi said: T am
not denying that. We have to
cleanse cricket. The Supreme
Court has helped in that
activity by appointing Jus-
tice Mudgal panel to probe
the allegations of corruption
in the IPL!

Modi, who is living in
exile here, said his aim is
to improve the RCAS func-

tioning. ‘During my previ-
ous tenure as RCA president
we had made it the pre-
mier state association. We
had built a state-of-the-art
academy, a good stadium
and we had plans to build
a new stadium. Apparently
the academy has fallen apart,
there was bias in the selec-
tion process (of both first-
class and age-group teams)
and there was not much
cricket happening in Rajast-
han anymore. After [ left, the
administration had become
political. The CP Joshi
regime did not do anything
worthy of note at RCA; he
said, adding: ‘My top prior-

ity would be to bring RCA
back to its former glory. To
do that we need to rectify the
house within. We need to
introspect and see what went
wrong. And this time I want
to build a system which just
will not fall apart irrespec-
tive of who runs the RCA;
said Modi.

A defiant Modi also said
he was not afraid of BCCL
‘Let them try. [ am not afraid
of that fight. I have not been
afraid of any fight. If they
want to cancel our affilia-
tion, let them do that. That
does not mean cricket in
Rajasthan is going to stop.
What are they going to do:

not allow us to play matches?
‘We are going to fight for our
rights and fight for our boys,
he said.
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Team Modi to fight
against suspension

JAIPUR, MAY 6

Unfazed by the suspension
imposed on it by the BCCL,
Rajasthan Cricket Associa-
tion's newly-elected Deputy
President Mehmood Abdi
today said the RCA would
challenge the Boards deci-
gion in court. Abdi said the
suspension was not fair and
the RCA would be taking all
possible legal actions.

“We are mulling over the
situation and would appeal
in the High Court,” said
Abdi, who is also the Presi-
dent of the Sri Ganganagar
District Association apart
from being Modi's lawyer.

“We are governed by the
Sports Act prevailing in the
state and it is law of the
land whereas BCCl is just a
registered body. We shall
raise the matter on all pos-
sible forums apart from
fighting it out in the court.

“Tt is unfair to punish the
association given that the
ban was on one person.
Some of the members are
pushing for a Special Gener-
al Body meeting of the BCCI
to be convened at the earliest
and I hope the matter would
come up there too,” said
Abdi who himself has been
elected as Deputy President
in the new RCA executive.

ATy

The new executive body of Rajastl

#8 The BCCl iswarkingin
same revengefulmanner
against former IPL
commissioner Lalit Modi
as before and that is why
Gavaskarand Shivial
Yadav are toeing the line of
N Srinivasan®®
Mehmood Abdi,
RRCA'S NEWLY-ELECTED DEPUTY PRESIDENT

Abdi also alleged that N
Srinivasan was still calling
the shots in the BCCI and
interim chiefs Sunil
Gavaskar and Shivlal Yadav
were “toeing his line”.

Abdi said that the BCCLhas
no legal right to suspend
RCA because itwas governed
by the Sports Act of the state.

“We had thought that better
sense would prevail in BCCI
after appointing of Gavaskar
and Shivlal Yadav by the
apex court of India who had
also asked N Srinivasan to
keep away from the affairs of
BCCI till the enquiry com-
mission submits its findings.
But the BCCI is working in
same revengeful manner
against former IPL commis-
sioner Lalit as before and that
is why Gavaskar and Shivlal
Yadav are toeing line of Srini-
vasan,” said Abdi. — PTI
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han Cricket Association poses

for a photograph after they won RCA elections on Tuesday. p1i
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Victory stepping stone to BCCI return: Modi

New Delhi: Lalit Modi said winning the polls is the first
step towards returning to the Indian cricket board. “ltis
a big victory. It has been four years since | have been
fighting the previous establishment at the RCA because
of the deteriorating facilities,” Modi said. Asked
whether the win paves the way for a BCCl comeback,
Medi said: “l am not denying that. We have to cleanse
cricket. The Supreme Court has helped in that activity
by appointing Justice Mudgal panel to probe the allega-
tions of corruption in the IPL. My top priority would be to
bring RCA back to its former glory. To do that we need io
rectify the house within. We need to introspect and see
what went wrong. And this time | wantto bulld a system
which just will not fall apart irrespective of who runs the
RCA,” said Modi, who was also a BCCl vice-president
from 2005 until September 2010. On how he plans to
run the RCA from London, Modi said, “It (my retum) is
not uncertain. | will be back soon. As and when the Indi
an (federal) government changes we will see.” A defiant
Modi also said he was not afraid of the BCCI. “Let them
try. | am not afraid of that fight. | have not been afraid of
any fight. If they want to cancel our ( RCA) affiliation, let
them do that. That does not mean cricket in Rajasthan
is going to stop. What are they going to do: not allow us
to play matches? We are going to fight for our rights

and fight for our boys.” —pri
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Lalit Modi Elected RCA President, BCCI Suspends It

PTI

JAIPUR

Controversial former IPL Com-
missioner Lalit Modi, who has
been living in exile after being
slapped with a life ban, was on
Tuesday elected President of the
Rajasthan Cricket Association,
prompting a livid BCCI to sus-
pend the RCA. Modi predictably
swept the polls, winningbyanem

phatic 24-5 margin after the Su-
preme Court cleared the decks for
the announcementof theelection
results, more than four months
after the acrimonious polls.

The result was announced by
court-appointed observer Justice
(retd) NM Kasliwal here on Tues-
day. The announcement of re-
sults is expected to trigger anoth-
er round of legal tussle between
Modi and the BCCI, which has

made it clear that it would not ac-
cept the verdict. Out of a total 33
votes, Modi's opponent Rampal
Sharma earned just five,

Within hours of RCA poll re-
sults, the BCCI indefinitely sus-
pended the RCA and decided to
form an ad-hoc committee to run
the affairs of theaffiliated unit.

“As per Order dated 30/4/2014,
the Hon'ble Supreme Court had
directed that if it is found by

BCCI that any per-
son has acted
against its rules,

regulations or law, which is
to be enforced by it, it would be
open to it to take action
against such a person,” BCCI
Secretary Sanjay Patel said in
astatement.

“In pursuance of the order, un-
derauthority vested in himas per
Regulation 32 (vii) of the Rules
and Regulations of BCCI, Mr.
Shivlal Yadav, Interim President,
BCCI, has suspended the
Rajasthan Cricket Association
from the membership of the
BCCIL" headded.
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Lalit Modi elected
President, BCCl
suspends RCA

Jaipur: Controversial former IPL
Commissioner Lalit Modi, who
has been living in exile after be-
ing slapped with a life ban, was
on Tuesday elected President of
the Rajasthan Cricket Association,
prompting a livid BCCI to suspend
the RCA.

Modi predictably swept the
polls, winning by an emphatic 24-
5 margin after the Supreme Court
cleared the decks for the announce-
ment of the election results, more
than four months after the acrimo-
nious polls.

The result was announced by
court-appointed observer Justice
(retd) NM Kasliwal here on Tues-
day. The announcement of results
is expected to trigger another
round of legal tussle between Modi
and the BCCI, which has made it
clear that it would not accept the
verdict.

Within a couple of hours of the
declaration of RCA poll results, the
BCCI indefinitely suspended the
RCA and decided to form an ad-hoc
committee to run the affairs of the
affiliated unit. pn
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MODI ELECTED PRESIDENT,

AIPUR: Controversial former

IPL Commissioner Lalit Modi,

who has been living in exile
after being slapped with a life
ban, was today elected President
of the Rajasthan Cricket Associa-
tion, prompting a livid BCCI to
suspend the RCA.

Modi predictably swept the
polls, winning by an emphatic
24-5 margin after the Supreme
Court cleared the decks for the
announcement of the election re-
sults, more than four months
after the acrimonious polls,

The result was announced by
court-appointed observer Justice
(retd) N M Kasliwal here today.
I'he announcement of results is
expected to trigger another round
of legal tussle between Modi and
the BCCI, which has made it clear
that it would not accept the ver-
dict. Out of a total 33 votes,
Modi’s opponent Rampal Sharma
earned just five,

Within a couple of hours of the
declaration of RCA poll results,
the BCCI indefinitely suspended
the RCA and decided to form an
ad-hoc committee to run the af-
fairs of the affiliated unit.

“As per Order dated 30/4/2014
the Hon'ble Supreme Court had
directed that if it is found by BCCI
that any person has acted against
its rules, regulations or law, which
is to be enforced by it. it would be

|
L/ P
open to it to take action against
such a person,” BCCI Secretary
Sanjay Patel said in a statement.
"In pursuance of the order,
under authority vested in him as

per Regulation 32 (vii) of the

BGGI SUSPENDS RGA

Rules and Regulations of BCCI,
Mr. Shivlal Yaday, Interim Presi-
dent, BCCI, has suspended the
Rajasthan Cricket Association
from the membership of the
BCCI, pending disciplinary pro-
ceedings against it on charges of
misconduct,” he added.

“Keeping in mind the interests
of the sport of cricket and in
order to safeguard the best inter-
ests and welfare of the cricketers
playing the game in different age-
groups and their future, an ad-
hoc  committee  will be
constituted shortly by the BCCIL,”
the statement read.

The RCA, on its part, vowed to
challenge the suspension in
court.

“We are mulling over the situa-
tion and would appeal in the
High Court,” said Mehmood
Abdi, the newly-elected vice-
President and Modi's lawyer.

“We are governed by the Sports
Act prevailing in the state and it is
law of the land whereas BCCI is
just a registered body. We shall
raise the matter on all possible fo-
rums apart from fighting it out in
the court,” said Abdi.
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